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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, thank You for listening
to our prayers. May our lawmakers use
fervent prayer to solve problems and to
experience Your wonderful peace. Help
the citizens of this land to join our
Senators in using intercession to bring
healing to our Nation and world.

Lord, thank You for Your promise
that if we call You when facing trou-
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ble, You will deliver us. Lift the light
of Your countenance upon our Nation
and world, O Lord, and let Your will be
done. Let there be peace on Earth, and
let it begin in each of our hearts. Give
us minds that are wise with wisdom,
hearts that are warm with faith, and
lips that are eloquent with truth.

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

APPROPRIATIONS AND TAX
RELIEF NEGOTIATIONS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
of this morning we know that commit-
tees and Members from both sides are
continuing to make important progress
in the ongoing fiscal negotiations.
That is true on the appropriations side,
and it is also true on the tax relief side.
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